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Division 45:  Public Transport Authority of Western Australia, $647 856 000 - 
Mr P.B. Watson, Chairman. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan, Minister for Planning and Infrastructure. 

Mr R. Waldock, Chief Executive Officer. 

Mr P.J. King, Acting Executive Director, Finance and Contracts. 

Mr M.A. Burgess, Executive Director, Transperth System, Regional Town Bus Services and School Bus 
Services. 

Mr R.D. Mann, Director, City Project. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  I refer to the North Greenbushes project that is noted as a reason for significant variation 
for the “Total Cost of Service”, under “Rail Corridor and Residual Freight Issues Management” on page 810 of 
the Budget Statements.  When will the North Greenbushes intermodal facility be started, and when will it be 
completed?  When will the track improvements on the Greenbushes to Bunbury line commence, and when will 
they be completed? 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  No, I cannot tell the member that because WA Plantation Resources has been 
unable to negotiate a final agreement with Australian Railroad Group.  We were trying to assist the private 
sector, but we cannot deliver this in isolation.  Unfortunately, for a variety of reasons such as supply of product 
and people deciding that they will deliver their product in the future to Hansol rather than WAPRES, this has 
become a very complex matter in getting sufficient longevity for WAPRES in terms of its supply.   
[12.10 pm] 
Dr S.C. THOMAS:  This was a 2005 election promise.  With the transfer to Hansol, does that mean that the 
woodchip trucks are going on the roads and will remain on the roads and there will be no delivery of that transit 
onto rail?  Is the minister saying that there is a possibility that the transfer of those trucks onto rail will never 
occur? 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Not if I can help it, bearing in mind that this change in the contract does not come 
into effect until 2012.  We are looking at ways to ensure that the freight will not go onto road.  One of the big 
issues that we must consider is whether we have to regulate this again.  In the name of competition, have we 
gone too far with deregulation and undermined the capacity of rail to compete with roads?  It is unfortunate that 
we have not been able to do it.  It is not because we have not put the money or effort in, but there are all these 
external commercial factors at play and we are considering whether to introduce regulation on this sector. 
Mr A.D. McRAE:  I refer to the appropriations listed on page 803 under the “Service and Appropriation 
Summary”.  I am particularly interested in the speculation on the East Perth or Kitchener Park, Subiaco sporting 
venue options, and whether these venues will have implications for public transport travel out of the southern 
metropolitan area.  People in my electorate of Riverton currently use either cars or buses.  Buses are okay but the 
volumes are a bit limited.  I am interested to know whether either of those facilities will present implications for 
people in the whole south metropolitan region and about the opportunities for the use of public transport to 
access major events at major venues. 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I thank the member for the question; it is an interesting one.  I will start off by 
saying that we have had success with the Australian Football League in getting people onto trains.  Over the 
years we have strengthened the requirements and we now have an arrangement for increasing the number of 
patrons using the trains.  This has been done as part of managing Subiaco Oval and providing certain 
concessions to the AFL in conducting its venues.  This is following on a requirement in a contract that we 
entered into whereby the cost of a season ticket automatically includes the train fare.  There has been quite a 
spectacular increase in patronage.  Last year for the average AFL game, 23.4 per cent of the crowd travelled to 
and from the game on public transport.  We do note that Fremantle Dockers’ supporters were much more 
supportive of public transport, which possibly says something about the culture of the teams.  However, 
25 per cent of Dockers’ supporters used public transport; whereas for the West Coast Eagles’ supporters it was 
21.3 per cent.   
Mr A.D. McRAE:  So those leafy western suburbs barrackers for the Eagles do not catch public transport? 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  The member can see that was what we were achieving last season when we had an 
opt-in to buy public transport with a season ticket.  This year, we have moved to an integrated ticketing service, 
which has achieved very good results; 32.6 per cent of people now come to the game by public transport.  Again, 
the Dockers are acting more sustainably - at least off the field if not on the field - with 36.5 per cent using trains, 
and 28.8 per cent of West Coast Eagles’ supporters using trains.  We have really driven the public transport 
agenda hard.  We have invested with the AFL to make this work and be able to deliver it.  We have created a rail 
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interchange bench at the Daglish train station - with not much help from the opposition - so that trains can be 
there ready, willing and able to zoom in and clear away those crowds.  It was therefore our preparedness to make 
that investment that encouraged the AFL to come on board with an integrated ticketing package.  Perhaps many 
members are not aware that we have created a loop from the Mandurah line that connects directly onto the 
Fremantle line so that the vast numbers of Dockers’ supporters - and the occasional Eagles’ supporter who lives 
in the southern suburbs - will be able to get the train directly to Subiaco from the Mandurah line; so that is a 
great plus. 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  I have a follow-up question on that.  In relation to the percentage increases in the move to an 
opt-in rather than an automatic inclusion of public transport in the purchase of a ticket, is there such an 
arrangement with Western Force?  What are the percentages for Western Force games?  In relation to the last 
part of the minister’s answer, does she have any indicative number for people who are likely to move out of 
using private transport or buses and taking up the option she has just talked about?  I did not realise that there 
was a connecting loop.   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  There is not a lot of general knowledge that that is the case. 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  No.  I was not aware of it.  People will not therefore have to get off the southern line and 
change onto the Fremantle line?  I do not think that is widely known at all. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  No, it is not.  The integrated ticketing arrangement with Western Force has been in 
place for a number of years and the figures of people who exercised that option are up around the mid 30s. 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  Is that the highest usage rate for anyone of those football codes? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Yes, it is. 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  That says something about the culture of rugby, does it not? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I think it is probably comparable with the Dockers.  However, it shows that if we 
drive the public transport agenda hard and we put in place a good system, we can effect behaviour change.  
However, we must make sure that we have good quality public transport and people can access it very easily.  
Obviously, Subiaco has very close proximity to West Leederville train station.  We also note that quite a few 
people come from the northern suburbs line, get off at Leederville and make that walk from Leederville. 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  It is about a kilometre and a half, or something, by foot. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I do not think it is quite that far, but the people who do that may be more athletic.  
It is slightly over one kilometre and some people do that, although it is a bit of a hike. 
Mr A.D. McRAE:  What is the travel time from South Street or Bull Creek station to Subiaco under that current 
arrangement? 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  We calculate it would probably be about 15 minutes. 
Mr A.D. McRAE:  Fantastic; I thank the minister very much. 
Mr J.E. McGRATH:  My question relates to the first dot point on page 807.  I, like the member for Riverton, 
look forward to going to the football by train.  I want to ask a couple of questions relating to my electorate.  The 
first is about if I were to go to the football and get on the train at Canning Bridge.  The minister knows what it is 
like if it is a big game: people get a bit nervous.  There is no allocation for a toilet on the train station at Canning 
Bridge.  This matter has been raised by the member for Alfred Cove.  However, the list indicates that nine 
stations are planned between the city and Mandurah in this first phase, and the only station that does not have a 
toilet is Canning Bridge.  Who made that decision?  Why was that decision made?  I have serious doubts about 
how the Canning Bridge station will operate in terms of parking and access to and from the station.  I hope to 
catch a train from the station, because it is not far from where I live.  The minister suggested previously that I 
should walk; I might just do that.  As it has been demonstrated, the station is difficult to access.  Why will the 
station not have a toilet?  Does the government expect people to immediately jump on a train after arriving at the 
station?  People will wait on the platform until a train arrives, and while they are waiting they might need to use 
a toilet.   

[12.20 pm] 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I am puzzled by the Liberal Party’s contention that the delivery of a southern rail 
line will suddenly create massive incontinence problems in the southern suburbs.  When the Liberal government 
built the bus interchange station at Canning Bridge, it did not build a toilet.  We are simply converting that bus 
interchange into a train interchange.  Indeed, the trip to Perth from Canning Bridge on a train will be quicker 
than the trip on a bus.  The train journey from Canning Bridge to Perth will take three minutes.  Many people 
catch a bus from Mandurah to Perth and they manage to hold on for the whole 73 minutes that it takes to travel 
from Mandurah to Perth.  It is not too difficult to hold on for the three minutes that it will take to travel from 
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Canning Bride to Perth.  It will certainly be no more difficult than it is under the current bus station regime.  The 
train journey will be quicker than the bus journey.  If the station has worked okay for buses, I cannot see that it 
will not work okay for trains.  

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  I refer to page 128 of the Economic and Fiscal Outlook, which states that the detailed 
planning and design for the station at South Perth will commence from 2010-11.  The $700 000 allocated to that 
planning and design can be found on the previous page.  The minister is on the public record a number of times 
saying that the South Perth station will be delivered by 2010.  The people of South Perth, and the 600 000 people 
who visit the Perth Zoo each year, expect the station to be operational by 2010.  Now the Budget Statements 
reveal that only the planning will commence in 2010-11.  Why has this project been put back?  When can we 
expect the station to be operational? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  We will have a look at this issue.  We have not gone through that particular 
document.  We will see whether we can bring that project forward.  We will certainly look to bring it forward by 
a year.   

The CHAIRMAN:  Does the minister want to provide supplementary information? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  No.  I make the commitment that in the next budget round we will try to bring that 
project forward a year.   

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  I thank the minister.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN:  I refer to page 809 of the Budget Statements.  The last couple of dot points refer to the 
implementation of seatbelts on school buses.  That project was put in place under the Gallop government.  How 
many school buses remain without seatbelts?  How many school buses have seatbelts for all seats?  Are all new 
buses fully fitted with seatbelts?  I am also interested in the anticipated costs of the project now that we are 
somewhat further into it.   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  This project was always going to take a number of years.  We are far ahead of the 
rest of the country; indeed, no other state is anywhere near where we are at.  Of course, the buses cannot all be 
fitted with seatbelts at once.  Our commitment is to have this project completed by 2015.  Yes, all new buses that 
are procured are required to have seatbelts.  There are no new buses of any class on the system that have not 
been fitted with seatbelts.  About 121 buses have been fitted with seatbelts.  I will provide by way of 
supplementary information the total cost of the seatbelts on school buses project.  

[Supplementary Information No B13.]  

Mr D.T. REDMAN:  The first question I asked was: how many school buses remain without seatbelts?  The 
minister said that 121 buses have seatbelts.   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  There are about 800 school buses, of which 121 have been fitted with seatbelts.   

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  My question relates to the line item on page 807 of the Budget Statements that deals with 
completing construction of the nine stations between Canning Bridge and Mandurah.  Will the minister confirm 
whether the car parks at the Warnbro and Leda stations meet police department criteria regarding the proximity 
of those stations as a measure to reduce the incidence of crime?   

Mr R. Waldock:  The building of all our stations has involved full consultation with many stakeholders, 
including the police.  We are not aware of any issues at all.  Indeed, we have been working with the Office of 
Crime Prevention to design out crime.  We are confident that the quality of our stations and car parks is best 
practice.  That is our position.  

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  The opposition has been advised by the Western Australian Police Union that those two 
stations in particular do not meet its criteria. 

Mr R. Waldock:  I will take that up with Karl O’Callaghan.  Who made the comments? 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  The Western Australian Police Union told us that.   

Mr R. Waldock:  What are the stations? 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Leda and Warnbro, but there may be one other.   

Mr R. Waldock:  We will follow that up. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Could that be provided by way of supplementary information? 

The CHAIRMAN:  I ask the minister to advise what she will provide by way of supplementary information. 
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Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I ask the member to put that question on notice, because I want to understand 
precisely the nature of the allegation.   

[12.30 pm] 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  I refer to outcomes, services and performance information at page 804.  There is a 
reference to the reliability of country passenger rail and road coach services.  I refer specifically to the 
Prospector train arrivals within 15 minutes of scheduled time.  It was previously 73 per cent, and the current 
target is 90 per cent but only 78 per cent was achieved.  Why has the expectation been dropped to 80 per cent for 
2007-08?  Why is the Prospector service failing on a regular basis?  Why has the target for good service in that 
area been lowered? 

Mr R. Waldock:  The Prospector is a lot more reliable; we have about 96 per cent reliability now, although 
there are still issues we are sorting through with the manufacturer, United Construction.  There are ongoing 
issues with train access, which is to do with the very busy line between Kalgoorlie and Perth.  Indeed, we are 
continually having crossing problems.  Crossing problems is an issue that will not go away until we have 
additional crossings and longer-length crossings to make paths for commuter trains.  There is an agreement in 
place that that will be happening over the next two years. 

The appropriation was recommended. 
 


